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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Statement Of The Problem: 
-----------
The object of this analysis was to survey the war of 1812 in ten 
high school American history textbooks written after the war of 1812# in 
order to ascertain the degree of variation# if aqy. in the historical 
content and treatment of this period in American history. 
That we should presume that some modifications have occuTred in the 
treatment. format. and style of this historical period is to be .expected 
for the following reason. In the past. our high school textbooks were 
written by professional textbook writers. Today on the contrary. there 
is abundant evidence to substantiate the premise that the writers of 
textbooks are historians and educators. 
That the textbooks currently used are the primary det~rminant of the 
subject matter presented to high school students of history wi 11 not give 
rise to academic controversy. One must concede. however. that the net re-
sult of the historical presentation to students is greatly influenced by 
other reading material and by the manifold visual aids used to make the 
teaching of American history most effective. 
The aim of this thesis is to determine what differences. if acy. 
have taken place historically in the treatment of the war of 1812 in 
American high school history textbooks which were published from 1820 
to 1940. 
1 
Sources of Materialst 
Following is a list of the ten textbooks chosen for analysis. The 
number given to each textbook in the follovdng list will be used through-
out the remainder of the thesis as a code number designating that parti-
cular textbook. 
Textbooks I through VI were written before 1900; textbooks VII 
through X were written after 1900. 
I Goodrich, c. A., A History of the United States (New York; 
James I. Cutler and Compaey, 1827) 
II Willard, Emma, Republic of America (New York; ~te and 
Gallagher, 1831) 
III Willson, Marcius, Histo~ of the United States (New York; 
Ivison and Phinney, 1858) 
IV Quackenbos, G. P., Illustrated School History of the United 
States, and the Adjacent Parts of America, from the 
Earliest Discoveries to the Present Time (New York; 
Appleton and Company, 1858) 
V Steele, \ Joel Dorman, A Brief History of the United States 
(New York; American Book Compaey, l885) 
VI Montgomery, D. H., The Leading -Facts in .American History 
(Boston; Ginn and Compaey, 1892) 
VII Beard, Charles A., Histo~ of the United States (New York; 
Macmillan, 1906) 
VIII Muzzey, D. s., An American History (BostonJ Ginn and 
Company, 1925) 
IX Faulkner, H. u. and Kepner, T., America, Its History and 
People (New York and London; Harper and Brothers, 
1942) 
X Harlow, Ralph Volney, The Story of America (New York; 
Henry Holt and Company, 1947) 
2. 
Method of Prooedurez 
The project constitutes an analysis of the War of 1812 as seen in 
retrospect from the 1820's to the 1940 1s. 
In examining the ten textbooks • all data in the chapters relevant to 
the ~r of 1812 were carefully examined and classified as being either 
political, military or naval. 
With respect to the examination of the chosen topics of the War of 
1812, the differentiation in the authors' perspectives and their consequent 
peculiar treatment of the age becomes strikingly apparent. An example of 
this is the meticulous and voluminous manner in which both the Reverend 
Charles A· Goodrich, in his Histo~ ~~United States, and Emma Willard, 
in her Republic ~ America, describe the military and naval campaigns on 
the United states-canadian border, unlike the contemporary authors, Faulk-
ner and Kepner, in their America, Its Histo~ ~Peoples, and Ralph 
Volney Harlow in his ~ Story :;!_America. 
A compilation was made of the political, military and naval personali-
ties mentioned in addition to the number of times each was mentioned. They 
were then divided into two groups, American and foreign, and classified 
either as military, naval or political personalities. 
The question as to whether or not the militar,y emphasis on the War 
of 1812 has been superseded by the political significance of the age, due 
to the peculiar perspective of contemporary authors, was treated in the 
analysis. 
The visual illustrations used were tabulated. 
3 
Previous studies:, 
A survey of historical literature~ educational indexes and research 
periodicals revealed no analysis comparable to that embodied in this 
thesis. Of the seven wars in which the United states has participated 
only the treatment of World War I and the Civil War in high school American 
hi story textbooks have been analyzed. Of 'the studies which have been 
made, two are analyses of the treatment of World '\~r I in junior high 
school textbooks. 
1 
Ma.rie Carolyn Cornforth, in 1932, wrote a thesis analyzing the First 
World War. Places, locations, countries and maps were studied for geogra-
phical emphasis. A survey was made of personalities~ nationalities, events 
a.nd dates, as well as aids used in effective teaching. 
2 Emily L· Walsh, using textbooks published between 1936~1945~ made a 
second analysis of the First World war and compared her findings with the 
' . 
earlier ones of Miss Cornforth. 
Textbook writers by the 1940's seemed to be of the opinion that 
world ~r I had taken, from an historical viewpoint, a position comparable 
to the Civil War and the other wars in the history of the United States. 
Several analyses in related fields were conducted to assist educators 
i Marie Carolyn Cornforth, "An Analysis of the Treatment of the 
World war In Eleven Junior High School History Textbooks", 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, School of Education, Boston 
University, 1932. 
2 Emily L. Walsh, "An .Alialysis of the Treatment of World war I 
in Ten Junior High School Textbooks"~ Unpublished Master •s 
Thesis~ Boston University, School of Education~ 1946. 
4 
-#:=-=--=----- ~---
to prepare courses of stu~. Luella Cole Pressey3 at Ohio state University 
made a study of the requirements essential to students• proficiency in ool-
lege history. A survey was made of essential vocabulary background mate-
rials, persons and dates. 
A survey of the changing content in courses in American history was 
made by Dorothy Merideth4 in an examination of history textbooks written 
during the last one hundred years. These books were surveyed by Mrs. 
Merideth for emphasis on both periods and content. 
5 Georgianna Henderson analyzed the treatment of events through a 
study of word count, persons, places, dates, maps and pictures using 
twelve junior high school textbooks. The analysis showed a wide variation 
in the treatment of events by the authors of textbooks. The same oonclu-
6 
sion was reached by Charles J. ~urpey. who did a similar survey. 
3 Luella Cole Pressey, "The Needs of College Students in History", 
The Historical Outlook, Vol. XXI, No. 5, May, 1930, PP• 218-223. 
4. Dorotey Merideth, "Changing Content of American History Courses", 
Seventeenth Yearbook of the National Council for the Social 
Studies {Washington, D. c., 1946), PP• 35-57. 
5 Georgianna Henderson, "An Analysis and Treatment of Twelve Selected 
Events in Twelve Junior High School American History Textbooks", 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, School of Education, Boston University, 
1949. 
6 Charles J. Murpey, 11An Analysis of Topics in Junior High School 
American History Textbooks" ', Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
School of Education, Boston University, 1948. 
5 
A. very searching study of some of the outstanding issues in American 
history and their treatment in high school textbooks was contributed by 
Jay Burton Israel.7 
There are many studies of distinguished personalities who have made 
the annals of our history very colorful. One of the earliest of these 
8 
studies was made by Minnie Rosenbloom • The survey showed that 857 persons 
were mentioned in five junior high school textbooks published in the 
period 1925-1927. but of these 857 persona only 136 were common to all text-
books. 
9 
John p. Denio surveyed five modern European history textbooks and 
discovered significant disagreement among the nine authors. They agreed 
on only 8.6 percent of the total number of different names in the five 
textbooks. Similar findings were reported by George Katz10 in his study 
of persons mentioned in World History textbooks. The authors. Katz found. 
agreed generally on the individuals who should be stressed but not on those 
to be mentioned. 
7 Jay Burton Israel. "Certain Issues in American History and Their 
Treatment in High School Textbooks"• Unpublished Master's Thesis. 
School of Education. Boston University. 1948. 
8 Minnie Rosenbloom. "Men Mentioned in Five Junior High School 
American History Textbooks"• The Historical outlook1 Vol. XXII. 
No. 1. January. 1931. PP• 26-277 
9 John p. Denio. "Persons Mentioned in Five Modern European His-
tory Taxtbooks"• Unpublished Master's Thesis. Graduate School. 
Boston University. 1948. 
10 George Katz. "Persons Mentioned in Five World History Textbooks ~ " 
Unpublished Master's Thesis. School of Education. Boston univer-
sity. 1949. 
6 
In a survey by Ralph A· Yagjian11 of junior high school textbooks, 
it was discovered that a greater amount of space was devoted to the acti-
vities of presidents than their importance dictated. On the contrary, he 
found that a decreasing amount of space was being given to military persons. 
Photographs, diagrams, graphs and illustrations have pl~ed an increas-
ingly prominent part in textbook study by contributing visual clarification 
to the words on the printed page. 
12 Lloyd Le Mayne Wheeler conducted a survey of pupil interest in pic-
tures and illustrations in a history textbook. His findings were that 
senior high school students appreciated pictures which featured conflict 
in all its forms. Socio-economic pictures ranked second, with political 
pictures third. 
In order to ascertain if teachers in the public schools of Massachu-
setts utilized the study aids supplied by textbook authors Esther Downing 
13 
O'Donnell questioned teachers and she discovered that generally teachers 
do use the study aids. 
11 Ralph A. Yagjian, "An Analysis of People in Junior High School 
.American History Textbooks", Unpublished Master's Paper, School 
of Education, Boston University, 1948. 
12 Lloyd Le Moyne Wheeler, "A Survey of Pupil Interest in Certain 
Illustrations In A History Textbook":, Unpublished Master's 
Thesis, School of Education, Boston University, 1947. 
13 Esther Dovming 0 'Donnell., "The Use of Study Exercises in Senior 
High School American History Textbooks", unpublished Master's 
Thesis., School of Education, Boston University, 1949. 
7 
14 Alfred c. Neenan made a survey of' the extent to which visual aids 
15 
were used in books. Mar.y Elizabeth Osborne made a study of maps found 
in Europea~ background history textbooks. 
14 Ili'red c. Neena:n. "An Analysis of Visual Aids in Junior High 
S_chool American History Textbooks" • Unpublished Master's 
Paper, School of Education. Boston University, 1949. 
15 Mary Elizabeth Osborne, "An Analysis of' Maps Found in European 
Background History Textbooks for the Middle Grades", Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, School of Education, Boston University. 1949. 
8 
CHAPTER II 
THE PERSONALITIES MENTIONED IN THE TEXTBOOKS 
The purpose of this chapter is to present the findings of the analysis 
of personalities mentioned in the ten high school American histo~ text-
books in those chapters dealing ~th the war of 1812. 
Eve~ name mentioned in each of the ten textbooks was recorded. Each 
name was classified as being either political. military. or naval. 
Table I sho~ that in text II were found 209 names. This was the 
largest number of different names mentioned in the ten American high school 
histo~ textbooks analyzed. In text X only 21 different personalities 
were ~ed. The average number of different names appearing in the text-
books written before 1900 was 78.3. but this had decreased to 18.7 in 
texts VI! through x. written after 1900. 
9 
TABLE I 
The Number of Different Names and the Total Number of Times 
These Were Mentioned in the Ten American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Textbook Number of Different Total Number of 
Names Mentioned Times Mentioned 
I 65 119 
II 209 718 
III 67 153 
IV 80 261 
1T 31 73 
VI 18 47 
VII 16 42 
VIII 20 57 
IX 18 55 
X 21 62 
.CoDOlusiorit 
The number of different names mentioned in the ten American history 
textbooks has declined~ together with the total number of times mentioned. 
Political Personalitiesa 
As indicated by Table II~ a slight drop has occurred in the number 
of times each political name~ foreign and American appeared in the ten 
textbooks analyzed. In Table II is also seen the fact that a larger total 
of American political names is mentioned than foreign political names. 
Whereas~ a total of 89 American political names are mentioned~ only 21 
foreign political names are mentioned. 
10 
TABLE II ' 
The Number of American and The NUmber of Foreign Political Personalities 
Mentioned in the Ten High School American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Textbook 
T 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
X 
Totals 
. cone;Lusio,J;h 
American Political 
Personalities 
14 
15 
2 
15 
3 
3 
9 
10 
8 
10 
89 
Foreign Political 
Personalities 
5 
9 
1 
1 
0 
1 
1 
1 
2 
0 
21 
There has been a alight decrease in the number of American and foreign 
political names mentioned in textbooks written since 1900. 
11 
TABLE ITI 
The American and The Foreign Political Personalities Most Frequently 
Mentioned in Each of The Ten American Histor.y Textbooks Analyzed 
Textbook American Political Names Foreign Political Names 
I Madison 3 Mr. Erskine 3 
II Mr. Russell 5 Lord Castlereaugh 2 
III Henry Clay 2 Mr· Erskine 1 
IV Madison 4 King George III 1 
v Madison 3 
------ --
VI Madison 7 Mr. Erskine 1 
VII M$-dison 5 King George rr:t 1 · 
VIII Henry Clay 6 Mr. Erskine 1 
IX Madison 13 King George III 1 
X Madison 10 
,.. _____
The American political and the foreign political personality most 
frequently mentioned in eaoh textbook analyzed was recorded with the num-
ber of times each name appeared in the ten American histo~ textbooks • . 
Table III shows that James Madison was definitely the most noted 
American politi cal personality of his age. having been mentioned in both 
periods a total of 45 times. 
Table III also shows that Erskine was the most noted foreign political 
personality in both periods. having been mentioned a total of 6 times. as 
compared to his nearest rival. George III. who was mentioned only 3 times. 
_C.onolusi on.s i 
1. American political names are mentioned more often in both periods 
than foreign political names. 
2. Madison was more popular after 1890 than before 1890. 
American Political Personalities: 
Every American political personality mentioned in the ten high school . 
American histor.y textbooks was recorded with the number of times it ap-
peared in each of the textbooks analyzed. (See Table IV) 
Thirty-Five American political personalities were mentioned a total 
of 222 times. 
Table IV shows that James Madison was the most noted person of his 
age being mentioned a total of 63 times as compared with his nearest rival. 
Thomas Jefferson. who was mentioned a total of 37 times. 
Writers of the textbooks prior to 1900 mentioned James Madison's 
name 24 times and Jefferson's name 6 times. On the oontrar.y. writers 
after 1900 mentioned Madison's name 39 times and Jefferson's name 31 times. 
13 
Names I 
Madison 3 
Jefferson 1 
Henry Clay 1 
Mr· Monroe 
-
washington 
-
John Q. Adams 2 
J. Calhoun 
-
Albert Gallatin 3 
Jonathan Russell 1 
Senator King 
-
Bayard l. 
Hamilton 
-Francis s. Key 
-
Eldridge Gary 1 
George Clinton 1 
Paul Jones -
Livingston ·-
Governor Meips 
-
TABLE IV 
American Political Personalities Mentioned in Each of 
The Ten Textbooks Analyzed 
IT III IV v VI VII VIII . 
6 1 4 3 7 5 11 
3 
- -
2 
-
5 5 
1 2 2 
- -
4 6 
8 
-
3 1 
- -
1 
- -
1 
-
1 5 1 
2 
-
1 
- -
2 
-
- - - - -
4 1 
2 
-
1 
- - - -
5 
-
1 
- - - -
- -
3 
- - -
2 
2 
-
1 
- - - -
- - - - -
3 
-
- -
l. 
- - -
1 
1 
-
1 
- - - -
1 
- - - - - -
1 
- - -
1 
- -
2 
- - - - - -
2 
- - - - - -
IX X Total 
13 10 63 
13 8 37 
1 5 22 
1 
-
14 
-
2 10 
-
1 8 
1 2 8 
-
2 8 
- -
7 
- -
5 
- -
4 
-
1 4 
1 1 4 
- -
3 
- -
2 
- -
2 
- -
2 
- -
2 
~ 
TABU: IV - Continued 
I II ill IV v VI 
Mr. Armstrong 1 
- -
-. 
- -
DeWitt Clinton 1 
- - - - -
Mr· Greene 
- - -
1 
- -· 
Grundy 
- - - - - -
John Henry 
-
1 
- - - -
Jay 
- - - - - -· William Jones 
- - -
1 
- -
:Mr. Lear 1 
- - - - -
MMMaater 
- - - - - -
Governor Morris 
- - - - - -c. c. Pinokney 
- - - - - -John Randolph 
- - - - -· -
William Shaler 1 
- - - -· -
Governor Shelby 
-
1 
- - - -
Mr. Smith 1 
- - -· - -
VII VIII IX 
- - -
- - -
- - -
-
1 
-· 
- - -1 
- -
- - -
- - -
- -
1 
1 
- -
- - -
- -
1 
- - -
- - -
- - -
X 
-
-
-
-
-
-· 
-
-
-
-· 1 
-
-
-
-
Total 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
.... 
(J1 
Conclusions: 
1. Both J~es Madison and Thomas Jefferson are more popular with 
the authors of textbooks written after 1900 than with the authors of text-
books written before 1900. 
2. Fewer1 but more important. American political personalities 
were mentioned after 1900. 
TABlE V 
The Average of the Total Number of American Political Personalities 
Who Were Mentioned in Each of the Ten American High School History 
Textbooks Analyzed 
Textbook Average 
I 1.3 
II 2.5 
III 1.5 
IV 1.6 
v 2 
VI 3 
VII 3.3 
VIII 3.2 
IX 4 
X 3.3 
Foreign Political Personalities& 
All political names mentioned in the ten textbooks analyzed were re-
corded with the number of times they appeared in eaoh of the ten textbooks 
,analyzed. 
In the Republic 2! America by Emma Willard~ text n of Table VII 
ten foreign political names were mentioned a total of 19 times. On the con-
trary1 text X of Table VI recorded no foreign political names. 
16 
TABLE VI 
Foreign Political Personalities Mentioned in Each 
of the Ten Textbooks Analy~ed 
Names I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX 
I, 
Mr. Erskine 3 3 1 1 1 
Lafette 4 
II Egar Alexander 2 1 
King George III 1 
-
1 1 
Bey of Algiers 3 
Sir J. B. warren 
-
3 
William Adams 1 l 
-
Duke of Cadore 2 
-Lord Cambier 1 1 
Lord castlereagh 2 
Sir John Borlose 1 
-Henry Coalbourne 1 .. 
Mr. Conning 1 
Ml"· Rose 1 
Conclusiont 
X Total 
9 
-
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
-
1 
1 
1 
-
1 
Authors of textbooks written after 1900 do not regard foreign poli ti-
cal personalities as being of any great importance. 
17 
II 
TABLE VTI 
The Average of the Total Number of Foreign Political Personalities Who Were 
Mentioned in Each of the Ten American High School Histo~ Textbooks Ana~zed 
Textbook Average 
I 1.8 
I I 1.9 
III 1 
IV 1 
v 1 
VI 1 
VII 1 
VIII 1 
IX 1 
X 1 
Militar.y ~ Naval Officers: 
Eve~ American and foreign milita~ personality mentioned in the ten 
American histo~ textbooks analyzed was recorded with the number of times 
each appeared in the ten textbooks. 
Table VIII shows that General William Hull was definitely the most noted 
American military officer of his age. having been mentioned a total of 64 
times. as compared with his nearest rival. General Andrew Jackson. who was 
mentioned a total of 20 times. 
Table VIII also shows that General Proctor was the most noted foreign 
milita~ officer of his age. having been mentioned a total of 18 times. 
compared to his nearest rival. Sir George Prevost. who was mentioned a 
total of 17 times. 
18 
TABLE VIII 
The One American and The One Foreign Milita~ Officer Most Fre-
quently Mentioned in The Ten American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Textbook American Militar,y Officers Foreign Military Officers 
I General wm. He Harrison 8 General Ross 5 
II General William Hull 64 Sir G. Prevost 17 
III General wm. H. Harrison 8 General Proctor 11 
IV General Andrew Jackson 20 General Proctor 18 
v General v.m. H. Harris on 9 General Proctor 5 
VI General William. Hull 6 Napoleon 2 
VII General wm. He Harris on 1 Napoleon 5 
VII I General Andrew Jackson 5 Napoleon 12 
IX General Andrew Jackson 4 Napoleon 10 
X General Andrew Jackson 4 Napoleon 10 
Conclusions: 
1. General William Hull was the most frequently mentioned American 
military officer prior to 1900; however, after 1900 General Andrew Jackson 
was the most popular American militar,y officer. 
I 
2. General Prdctor was the most frequently mentioned foreign officer 
prior to 1900. 
3. After 1900 Napoleon predominated as the leading foreign officer. 
American Naval Officersa 
Every .American naval officer mentioned in the ten High School American 
histor,y textbooks was recorded and each textbook credited with the number 
of times the name appeared in that particular text. 
There was a definite decrease in the number of American naval officers 
mentioned over the ~od of 130 years (1820-1950). 
19 
Table IX shows that text II mentioned 39 dif'f'erent naval names as 
compared with text X which mentioned only 3 dif'f'erent naval names. 
TABLE IX 
The Number of' Dif'f'erent American Naval Of'f'icers and The Number of' 
Times Mentioned in The Ten American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Textbook 
I 
II 
lli 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VITI 
IX 
X 
Totals 
Conclusiona:. 
Number of' Dif'ferent 
American Naval Of'f'icers 
12 
39 
13 
15 
4 
3 
1 
2 
2 
3 
94 
Total Number of 
Times Mentioned 
14 
60 
23 
43 
8 
10 
lL 
5 
2 
5 
171 
Fewer American Naval of'f'icers were mentioned in American histor.r text-
books written af'ter 1900. 
Every American naval name mentioned in the ten textbooks analyzed was 
recorded with the number of times the name appeared in the ten textbooks 
Twenty-three naval officers in all textbooks were mentioned a total 
of 146 times with an average of' 6 times mentioned f'or each name in all ten 
textbooks. 
20 
Table X shows that Commodore Per~ and Captain James La?~ence were 
the most frequently mentioned officers. 
Captain James Lawrence was mentioned 18 times by authors preceding 
1885. 
Commodore Perry was mentioned in all textbooks a total of 30 times. 
Text II of Table X mentioned 20 of 23 naval officers recorded whereas 
text X of Table X mentioned only 3 of the 23 naval officers. 
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TABLE X 
American Naval Officers Mentioned in Eaoh of The Ten Textbooks Analyzed 
Names I II III IV v vr vrr VITI IX X Total 
Conclusion: 
1. Present day writers do not attach very much importance to Amari-
can naval officers. 
2. Commodore Perry was the most popular naval officer in the 
periods before and after 1900. 
TABLE XI 
The Average of the Total Number of American Naval Officers Who Were 
Mentioned in E~oh of the American High School History Textbooks An-
alyzed 
Textbook Average 
I 1.4 
II 2.7 
III 1.6 
IV 3.7 
v 2 
VI 3.3 
VII 1 
VIII 1.5 
IX 1 
X 1.6 
American Milita~ N~es& 
Every American military officer mentioned in the ten American history 
textbooks analyzed was listed ~th the number of times each appeared in the 
ten textbooks. (See Table XII) 
In the American history textbooks written after 1900• there has been 
a definite trend towards a reduction in military names used by authors. 
23 
Table XTI shows that in text I through X, covering the :period before 
and after 1900, there were 112 di fferent names mentioned for a t otal of 730 
times. On the contrary, in texts VII through X, covering the period after 
1900, only 6 military names were mentioned a total of 30 times. 
-. . 
~ 
• 
· s:~ r-1 r-1 . ...., 
II) 0 0 .aS. 
eoo ~ 
r-1 
0 
0 
TABLE XII • Continued 
I II III I V v VI 
Lt. Allen 
-
3 
- - - -Lt~ Burrows 
-
1 
-
a 
- -
Col. Dudley 
-
1 
-
2: 
- -
Gen. Eustis 
-
3 
- - - -
Gen. Gaines 
-
2 1 
- - -
Cap•t. Holmes 
-
3 
- - - -
Maj. Jessup 
- -
i 2 
- -
Cap•t. King 
-
3 
- - - -
Gen. McClure 
-
2 1 
- - -
Cap •t. Towson 
-
3 
- - - -
Maj. Appling 
-
2 
- - - -
Cap •t. Elliott 
-
1 
-
l 
- -
Maj. Forsyth 
-
a 
- - - -
Lt. Jones 
-
1 1 
- - -
Col. Mi to hell .. 2 
-- - - -
Col. Monroe 
-
2 
- - - -
Gen. Mooers 
-
2 
- - - -
Jlaj. Montgomery 
-
2 
- - - -Gen. Strong 
-
2' 
- - - -
Cap' t. Wool 
- -
2.: 
- - -
Maj. Young 
-
2: 
- - - -
Col. Allen 
- -
1 
- - -
Lt~ .Angus 
-
1 
- - - -
Maj. Beasely 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Bisse1 
-
1 
- - - -
VII vr.rr · 
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
-
.. 
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- --
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
IX X 
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -· 
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
Total 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
N 
~ 
TABLE XII - Continued 
I I I III IV v VI 
Brig. Gen. Bloomfield 
-
1 
- - - -
Col . Burne 
-
1 
- - - -
Gen . Cake 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Campbell 
-
1 
- - - -
Gen. Carroll 
-
1 
- - - -
Gen. Covingt on 
-
1 
- - - -
Gen. Davis 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Fasset 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Fenwick 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Findley 
-
1 
- - - -
L'b . Gamble 
-
1 
- - - -
Col . Gi bson 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Hindman 
-
1 
- - - -
Cap 1t . Jacob Jones 
- - -
1 
- -
Maj . Lawrence 
- - -
1 
- -
Cap •t. Leonard 
-
1 
- - - -
Cap 1 t. Ludlow 
- -
1 
- - -
Maj • Mao Far land 
-
1 
- - - -
:Maj • Mallory 
-
1 
- - - -
Lt. ,McCall 
-
1 
- - - -
Lt . McKnight 
-
1 
- - - -
Cap•t. Miller 
- - -
l 
- -
Col. Mi ller 
- - - -
l 
-
Cap 1t. Morris 
-
1 
- - - -
Cap •t. Ogilvie 
- -
1 
- - -
Col. Pearoe 
-
1 
- - - -
Maj. Pet er 
-· 
1 
- - - -
VII VI II IX 
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
X 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
.. 
-
-
-
-
Total 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
l 
l 
l 
t\) 
(X) 
TABLE XI1 - Continued 
I IT III IV v VI 
tt. Col. Preston 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Reed 
-
1 
- - - -
cap •t. Richie 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Russell 
-
1 
- - - -
Lt. Col. Scott 
- - -
1 
- -
Cole Short 
- - -
i 
- -
Ma.j. Singleton 
-
1 
- - - -
:M'Il.j. Sproul 
-
1 
- - - -
Gen. Swift 
-
1 
- - - -Cap•t. Taylor 
-
1 
- - - -
Gen. Tupper 
-
1 
- - - -Gen. Wayne 
- - - - - -Gen. 'White 
-
1 
- - - -
Cap•t. Williams 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Williams 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Wood 
-
1 
- - - -
Cap •t • Woolsey 
-
1 
- - - -
VII . VIII . IX 
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
·- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
X 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
1 
-
-
-
-
-
Total 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l\) 
co 
Conclusions t 
1. The number of different American military names mentioned has 
decreased with the total number of times mentioned. 
2. General William Hull and General Andrew Jackson were the most 
popular personalities in the periods before and after 1900. 
TABlE XIII 
The Average of the Total Number of American Military Officers Who Were Men-
tioned in Each of the Ten American High School History Textbooks Analyzed 
Textbook 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VII I 
IX 
X 
British Naval Officerst 
Average 
2.1 
3 
1.5 
1.6 
1.8 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
Every British naval officer in the ten American history textbooks 
was recorded with the number of times eaoh name appeared. 
Twenty-two different names were mentioned a total of 64 times. 
Table XIV shows that text n had the largest number of names with a 
total of 21. whereas texts VII. IX and X did not list even one name. 
Names 
- -
Adrii. Cochrane 
Adm. Cockleurn 
Comd•r. Downee 
Comd •r • Hardy 
Comd'r• Barclay 
Cap•t. Dacus 
Cap•t. Bingham 
cap•t. Gordan 
I 
Comd 1r. Hillyar 
Cap•t. Biyth 
Nelson 
Cap•t. Peake 
TABLE XIV 
British Naval Officers Mentioned in ES.oh of The Ten Textbooks Analyzed 
I n ill" IV v VI VII VIII . IX X 
3 5 
-
1 
- - - - - -
-
4 
-
1 2 1 
- - - -
1 3 
-
3 
- - - - - -
1 4 2 
- - - - - - -
-
1 
-
3 
- - - - - -
1. 2 1 
- - - - - - -
i 1 1 
- - - - - - -
-
3 
- - - - - - - -
-
3 
- - - - - - - -
-
2~ 
- - - - - - - -
- - -
1 
- - -
1 
- -
1 1 
- - - - - - - -
Total 
9 
8 
7 
7 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
a 
OJ 
.... 
TABLE XIV - Continued 
I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X Total 
Adm.. Beresford 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
1 
Amn. Berkeley 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
1 
Cap•t. Broke 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
1 
Adm.. Griffith 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
1 
Cap 1t. Naples 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
1 
Cap•t. Tucker 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
1 
Comd 1r. Voe 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
1 
Cap rt. Wales 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
1 
Adlit. Warren 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
1 
Cap•t. Whiayntis 
-
1 
- - - - - - -· -
1 
~ 
Conclusion:: 
Authors of American history textbooks WTitten after 1890 regard 
British naval officers of the period of 1812 as of little import. 
TABLE XV 
The Average of the Total Number of British Naval Officers Who Were Men-
tioned in Each of the Ten American High School History Textbooks Analyzed 
,1 ----~---------------
Textbook Average 
II============ 
II 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
X 
British Military Names: 
1.3 
r.a 
1.3 
1.8 
2 
l 
0 
1 
0 
0 
Every British military officer mentioned in the ten American history 
textbooks was recorded with the number of times the name appeared in the 
ten textbooks analyzed. 
There were 36 names mentioned a total of 231 times in all the text-
books analyzed. 
Table XVI shows that General Proctor was the most frequently mentioned 
II 
officer having been mentioned a total of 43 times • 
not appear in texts VII through X, covering -~he period after 1900. 
Eis name, however, did 
33 
34 
The next most popular British General wns General Ross. Of 24 times 
mentioned. his name appeared 23 times in texts I to V and only onoe in 
text IX• 
~ 
I 
TABLE XVI 
British Military Officers Mentioned in Each of t he Ten Textbooks Analyzed 
Names I II III IV v VI VII VIII lX 
General Proctor 4 6 ll 17 5 
- - - -General Ross 5 6 3 7 2 
- - -
l 
General Brook 2 6 4 4 2 3 
- - -Gen~ Packenham 3 5 2 6 2 2 
-
1 1 
Prevost 5 1 4 4 2 
- - - -Gen. Drummond 2 9 3 
- - - - - -
Geri. Riall 1 6 4 1 
- - -
- -
Wellington 
-
5 1 2 1 
- - - -
Gen. Lambert 
-
4 l 2 1 
- - - -Gen. Sheaffe 
-
5 1 2 
- - - - -
Geri. Kean 2 3 1 
- - - - - -Col. Vincent 
-
6 
- - - - - -
.. 
Ma.j • Lawrerioe 
-
4 
- -
.. 
-
.. .. .. 
Col. Nicholls 
-
4 
- - - - - - -
Gen. Brisbane 
-
3 
-
.. 
- - - - -
Col. Brooke 
-
3 
- - - - - - -
Sir Peter Parker 
-
3 
- -
- - - - -
X 
-
-1 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
Total 
43 
24 
22 
22 
16 
14 
12 
9 
8 
8 
6 
6 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
CA 
en 
TABLE XVI - Continued 
I II III IV v vr 
Sir Sidney Beckwith 
-
2 
- - - -
Burgoyne 
-
2 
- -
- -
Col. st~ George 
-
2 
- - - -
Col. Scott 
-
2 
- - - -Maquis of Tweedale 
-
2 
- - - -· 
Col. Baynes 
-
1 
- - -
-
Gen. Braddock - 1 - - - -
col. Brooke 
- -
1 
-· - -· 
Cornwallis 
- - - -
i 
--
Sir James Craig 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Fischer 
-
1 
- -
- -
Gen. Gibbs 
- -
i 
- - -· 
Maj • Hancock (fl.- ·- 1 
- - -
- -· 
Cap•t. Meanus 
-
1 
- - - -
cap •·t;. Ni buthnot 
-
1 
- - - -
Col. Murray 
-
1 
-" - - -Col. Wellington 
-
1 
- - -
-
Gen. Wolfe 
-
1 
- - - -
Sir James Yoe • · 1 - - - -
VII VIIr IX 
- - -
- - -
- - -
-
.. 
-
.... 
- -
- - -
- - -· 
... 
- -
-· - -· 
- - -
- - -
- -· -
-· - -
- - -
- - ---
- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -
X 
-
-
-
-
-
-
... 
--
-
-· 
-
-
-· 
-
-· 
-
-
-
-
Total 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
~ 
0> 
Conclusion: 
Modern authors attach little or no importance to British military 
names. 
TABLE XVII 
The Average of the Total Number of British Military Officers Who were Men-
tioned in Each of the Ten American High School History Textbooks Analyzed 
Textbook Average 
I 3 
II 3.03 
III 2.8 
IV 5 
v 2 
VI 2.5 
VII 0 
VIII 1 
IX l 
X 1 
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CHAPTER III 
CAMPAIGNS 
i Military Campaigns: 
'\ In 
the War 
order to discover the relative importance of military campaigns of 
of 1812. an analysis was made or those appearing in the ten Jmerioan 
II history textbooks. 
I The authors of the earliest testbooks plaoed very great emphasis upon 
:! military battles. but the modern authors used very little space to describe I . 
them. Textbook II recorded a total of 15 battles, the largest number 
mentioned in all the textbooks. This was in contrast to textbook IX which 
recorded only one military battle. 
In Tabb XVIII, textbooks I through VI written before 1900, the average 
!number of battles ?er text was 8, whereas in textbooks VII through X, 
written after 190011 the average was 3. 
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TABLE XVIII 
The Names of Military Campaigns Mentioned and the Number of Times Each Was Mentioned 
in the Ten High School .American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Campaigns I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X 
Battle of Themes 
-
1 1 1 1 
- -
1 1 1 
Lundy Lane 
- -
1 1 1 1 - 1 
-
1 
Tippecanoe 1 1 
-
1 1 1 1 
- - -
Battle of New Orleans 1 
- -
1 1 
- -
1 
-
1 
Battle of Detroit 1 1 1 1 
- - - - - -
Horse Bend 
- -
1 1 1 
- - - -
1 
Battle of Chippewa 
-
1 ~ 
- -
1 
- - - -Queenstown Heights 1 1 
- -
1 
- - - - -
Battle of York 
-
1 1 1 
- - -
.. 
- -
.Antos see 
-
1 1 ... 
- - - - - -
Bridgewater 1 1 
- - - -
.. 
- - -
Tallushatches 
-
1 1 
- - - - - - -Tohopeke. 
-
1 
- - -
1 
- - - -
Austerlity 
- - - - - - -
1 
- -
Beaver Dams 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -Bladensburg ~ 1 
- - - - - - - -Eooanache.oe. 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
Emnafan 
- -
1 
- - - - - - -
Fallen T~bers 
- - - - - - -
1 
- -
Plattsburg 1 
- - - - - - - - -
Raisin 1 
- - - -· - - - - -
Stony Creek 
-
1 
- - - - - - - -
Washington, D. c. 
- -
1 
- - - - - - -
Wi llie.msburg - 1 - - - - • - - -
Total 
7 
6 
6 
5 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
C/il 
<0 
Conclusions: 
1. The number of military campaigns mentioned in the textbooks has de-
clined. 
2. Modern textbooks mentioned fewer battles and only the most impor-
tant ones. 
3. The "Battle of Thames" was the most important in textbooks written 
before and after 1900. 
American Military Victories: 
The authors of ten high school American History textbooks mentioned 15 
American military victories a total of 46 times in all the ten textbooks 
analyzed. 
American victories over the American indians at Talladega and Emllafe.n 
appeared only once each in all ten textbooks analyzed. Similarly, American 
victories over Indians at Antossee and Eecanachaoa appeared only once each 
in all ten textbooks analyzed. 
These !merioan victories over indians appeared only in texts II and III, 
which were written shortly after the War of 1812. on the contrary, the 
American victories over the English are as significant in the eyes of modern 
writers as in the eyes of writers before 1900. 
This is substantiated by the fact that the "Battle of New Orleans" and 
the"Battle of the Thames" were mentioned by writers before and after 1900. 
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T..A.ELE XIX 
The Nemes of .American Military Victories and the Number of Times 
Each Was Mentioned in the Ten American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Military Victories I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X Total 
Victory at Thames 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 
Victory at Lundy Lane 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Victory at New Orleans 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Tippecanoe 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Victory at Horseshoe Bend - 1 1 1 1 4 
Victory at Chippewa ~ 1 1 1 3 
Victory at York 1 1 1 3 
Bridgewater 1 1 2 
Tallushatches 1 1 2 
Tohopeka 1 1 2 
Antos see 1 1 
Eccanachaca 1 1 
Einnafe.n 1 1 
Talladega 1 1 
Conclusions: 
1. Modern textbook authors do not consider American military victories 
over the indians important. 
2. Modern textbook writers consider the American military victory at 
the "Battle of New Orleans" very important. 
41 
American Military Defeats: 
Every military defeat mentioned in the ten American History textbooks 
was recorded. 
Eight military defeats were mentioned a total of 12 times in the ten 
textbooks analyzed. 
Text II of Table XX mentioned all defeats except the defeats of Raisin 
and Washington, D. c. On the contrary not one military defeat appeared in 
any textbook written after 1900. 
TABLE XX 
The Names of Military Battles in Which the American Armies Suffered 
Defeat by the British in the Ten American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Mi l itary Battles I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X 
Battle of Detroit l. 1 1 
-Queenstown Heights 1 1 1 
Battle of Beaver Dams 1 
Battle of Bladensburg 1 
Battle of Raisin 1 
Battle of Stony Creek 1 
Battle of Washington, D.c. - 1 
Battl e of Williamsburg 1 
Conclusion: 
Total 
3 
3 
1 
l 
1 
1 
1 
l 
Textbook authors of the 20th century do not regard American military 
defeats in the War of 1812 as wort~y of discussion. 
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Naval Battles: 
Every naval battle mentioned in the ten textbooks analyzed was recorded. 
Seventeen naval battles were mentioned a total of 65 times in the ten text-
books analyzed. 
The Chesapeake and Leopard naval battle was mentioned a total of 7 
times, but it was referred to 6 times in texts V through X, covering the 
period from 1885 to the present day. 
On the contrary, the naval battle of the Constitution and Cuerriere 
was mentioned a total of 7 times. Of these 7 times it was mentioned 6 
times in textbooks I through VI, covering the period 1820 to 1900. 
TABLE lli 
The Nemes of Naval Battles and the NUm.ber of Ximes Each was Mentioned 
in the Ten American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Naval Battles I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X Total 
Chesapeake vs. Leopard l 1 1 1 1 1 1 - 7 
Constitution vs. Cuerriere l 1 1 "1 ~ 1 l 
-
1 - 7 
Lake Champlain Battle l 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 
Lake Erie Battle 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 
I President vs. Little 
Belt 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 
Chesapeake vs. Shannon 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Enterprise vs. Boxer 1 1 1 1 
-
4 
Frolic vs. Wasp 1 1 1 1 4 
Argus vs. Pelican 1 1 1 
--
3 
Peacock va. Hornet 1 1 1 3 
Constitution vs. Cyone 1 1 2 
Hornet vs. Penguin ... 1 1 2 
Trafalgar l 1 2 
u. s. vs. Macedonie.n 1 1 2 
Constitution vs. Java 1 1 
Epervier vs. Peacock 1 1 
Battle of Nile 1 1 
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conclusions: 
1. There has been a definite decrease in the number of naval battles 
mentioned in the textbooks of modern authors. 
2. Of all naval battles of the War of 1612. the Chesapeake and the 
Leopard battle is the most important. 
American Naval Victories: 
Every American naval victory mentioned was recorded. Twelve American 
naval victories were mentioned a total of 46 times in all ten textbooks. 
The outstanding naval victory in the period 1820 to 1900 was the 
Constitution vs. Cuerriere whioh, of a total of 7 times mentioned, appeared 
6 times in textbooks written before 1900. 
The "Battle of Lake Erie" is the most important in the opinion or 
modern authors. 
or a total of 7 times mentioned, it appeared 4 times in the textbooks 
VII through X, oovering the period 1900 to the present day. 
44 
TABLE XXII 
The .American Naval Victories end the Number of Times Eaoh Was Mentioned 
in the Ten American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Naval Victories I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X Total 
Constitution vs. Cuerriere 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 
Lake Champlain 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 
Battle of Lake Erie 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 
President vs. Little D:>lt 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 
Boxer vs. Enterprise 1 1 1 1 4 
Frolic vs. Wasp 1 1 1 1 4 
Hornet vs. Peacock 1 l 1 3 
Constitution vs~ Cyone 1 1 2 
Constitution vs. Java 1 1 2 
Hornet vs. Penguin 1 1 2 
u. s • .A· vs. Mao~donian 1 1 2 
Epervier vs. Peacock l 1 
Conclusion: 
Modern textbook authors mentioned fewer naval victories and only the 
most important ones • 
.AJnerice.n Naval Defeats: 
Every naval battle in which the American navy suffered defeat by the 
British navy was recorded. 
Five naval defeats were mentioned a total of 16 times. Whereas the 
naval defeat of the Shannon and the Chesapeake appeared only in the first 
five teXtbooks, written between 1820 Bl:ld 1885, the naval defeat of the 
Leopard and the Chesapeake was mentioned a total of 6 times in the last five 
texts, written between 1885 and 1950. 
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TABLE XXIII 
The Names of Naval Battles in Which the American Navy Suffered Defeat B.Y 
the British and the Number of Times Each Was Mentioned in the Ten 
American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Naval Battles I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X Total 
Leonard vs. Chesapeake ~ ~ 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Shannon vs. Chesapeake 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Argus vs. Pelican 1 1 1 3 
Essex vs. British 
Squadron 1 1 
President vs. British 
Squadron 1 1 
Conclusions: 
1. Modern authors regard the Leopard vs. Chesapeake naval defeat as 
the most important naval defeat of the War of 1812. 
2. Authors of the 19th century all regard the Shannon vs. Chesapeake 
naval defeat as the most significant naval defeat of the War of 1812. 
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CHAPTER IV 
GEOGRAPHY 
countries: 
As a means of discovering the geographical and international part 
played by countries contained in the ten high school American history text-
books. all countries mentioned were analyzed. 
Twenty countries were mentioned in the ten textbooks analyzed. Of 
these 20 countries. 4 were mentioned in all the ten textbooks. These were 
Great Britain. Canada. the u. s. A· and France. 
Great Britain including England was mentioned 175 times. Canada was 
1 
mentioned 105 times. 
mentioned 50 times. 
The u. s. A· was mentioned 76 times. France was 
TABLE XXIV 
Countries Most Frequently Mentioned in Each of the Ten Textbooks Analyzed 
Countries I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X Total 
Great Britain 19 44 8 5 9 22 13 18 19 18 175 
canada 9 35 · a 13 6 5 4 ·7 9 9 105 
u. s. A· 25 7· 1 10 3 t 5 5 6 3 10 ?5 
Fre.nce 5 6 2 3 4 4 6 8 12 50 
Persia 3 1 3 1 1 9 
Belgium 1 1 1 1 "'" 1 5 
.Algiers 3 1 4 
I Austria 1 1- 2 I . 
l 1 Germany 
India 1 1 
Liberia 1 1 
Spain 1 1 
Tripoli 1 1 
Tunis 1 
-
1 
Turkey 1 __..!_ 
Total 432 
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Conclusions: 
It waa agreed ~ ell authors that Greet Britain played the most impor-
tent role in international affairs. 
States: 
As a. means of discovering the geographical, as well as political. role 
I ple.yed by the various states within the u. s. A· e.n analysis was made of 
them. 
Table XXIV shows that the total number of states mentioned was 26. It 
also shows the frequency with which the states of the various sections of 
the u. s. A· were mentioned. 
0£ the states located along the eastern seaboard, New York was mentioned 
a total of 27 times in ell textbooks. Ohio, of the midwestern states, was 
mentioned 20 times in ell textbooks. Louisiana end Virginia, of ell south-
ern states, were mentioned in ell textbooks 13 times. 
These four states from different geographical sections of the. country 
were mentioned more frequently in the textbooks written before 1900 then in 
II the textbooks written after 1900. 
New York appeared 8 times. respectively, in textbooks II end IV, which 
. . 
were written shortly after the War of 1812, whereas New York appeared only 
once in textbook X, which was written in the 1940's. (See Table XXV) 
Ohio appeared 13 times in textbook II, and only once in textbook x. 
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Names and Number of States Mentioned in the Ten Textbooks Atlalyzed 
States Arranged 
by Sections I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X Total 
I Easter• Seaboard 
Ohio 13 2 1 1 2 1 20 
Kentucky 6 1 1 - 2 2 2 2 16 
Michigan 1 3 1 3 3 
-
1 12 
Indiana 1 3 1 1 1 1 1 9 
Illinois 1 1 
Kansas 1 1 
~issouri 1 1 
Midwestern States 
New York 2 8 1 8 1 1 3 2 1 27 
~assachusetts 1 1 2 3 2 3 -1 5 18 
Connecticut 1 4 l l 3 2 2 14 
Vermont 2 4 1 1 1 9 
:Maine 3 1 1 
-
3 8 
Rhode Island 1 3 1 1 1 7 
Ne1v Hmpshire 1 2 1 1 1 6 
Pennsylvania 1 2 3 
Southern States 
Lou! dena 2 4 1 2 1 1 1 1 13 
Virginia 4 1 1 2 
-
3 2 13 
Tennessee 5 1 2 1 1 10 
Mississippi 1 2 4 1 8 
Georgia 3 3 1 7 
Florida 1 1 2 2 6 
South Carolina 1 
-
1 1 1 4: 
Alabama 2 1 3 
M~l_ryland 1 1 1 3 
No-rth Caro li:na 
- -
l 2 3 
-J2e la.m:;r,:~ l J: ... 2 
Conclusions ·: 
1. Fewer states were mentioned in textbooks written after 1900 then in 
ltextbo?ks written before 190Q. 
2. Nineteenth century authors were more sectionally minded than oon-
Conclusions: (oont'd) 
temporary authors. 
3. New York played a significant role in the War of 1812. 
Pictures: 
CHAPTER V 
-TEACHING AIDS 
I Every picture which appeared in the ten American history textbooks ana-
l lyzed was counted and it was classified as either political, military or 
II miscellaneous. 
I Each prominent personality whose picture appeared 
!history textbooks analyzed was listed _according to the 
in the ten .American 
I 
lj 
II 
II 
text in which it was 
used, and in accordance with ita size. (See Tables XXVI and XXVII). 
Two pictures were political; five were miscellaneous, and 10 were mili-
tary. (See Table XXVIII) 
TABLE XXVI 
Prominent Personalities of the Period Whose Piotures Appeared in the 
Ten High School American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Personalities I II III IV v VI VII VIII IX X 
James Madison 1 1 .. 
Commodore Decatur 1 
Captain Lawrence 1 ... 
Captain MacDonough 1 
Commodore Perry 1 
Total 
• • ·JO 
Total 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
~ 
51 
II 
II 
TABLE XXVII 
The Sizes of the Pictures of Prominent Personalities Which Appeared in the 
Ten High Schoo 1 -American History Textbooks Analyzed 
Total in 
Textbooks Small Size Half Page Full Page Each Text 
I 1 1 
II .. 
III 3 3 
IV 1 1 
v 
VI 1 1 · 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
-
X 
Totals 6 6 
TA.BLE XXVIII 
The Number of Polit ical, Military and Miscellaneous Pictures (Excluding Per-
sons) Which Were Found in the Ten High School .American History 
Textbooks Analyzed 
Textbooks Political 
I 
II 
III 
IV 
v 
VI 
VII 1 
VIII 
IX 1 
X 
Total a 2 
Military 
2 
4 
3 
1 
10 
Total in 
Misoel~aneous Each Text 
1 
1 
5 
3 
4 
6 
1 
2 
- 1 
11 
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II Conclusions: 
1. Military pictures were used to a greater extent than either poli-
tical or miscellaneous pictures before 1900. 
2. Military and political pictures are not popular teaching aids today. 
3. Pictures of prominent personalities were popular before 1900. They 
are not used today. 
4. The picture of James Madison appeared twice. but only in the 
earliest texts written at the close of the War of 1812. 
Military Maps: 
II In the ten high school American history textbooks analyzed. all maps 
Jused by the authors were military ones. The military maps were counted and 
classified according to their sizes. 
There were 14 maps used by the authors. Eleven of these appeared in 
textbooks written before 1900. as compared with 3 military maps appearing 
in textbooks written after 1900. 
I Nine of the 14 maps used were small in size and appeared in textbooks 
III and IV. written before 1900. 
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TABLE XXIX 
The Number and Size of Milita~ Maps Found in the Textbooks 
Textbooks small 
I 
II 
III a 
IV 7 
v 
VI 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
X 
Totals 9 
Conclusions t 
Sizes of Military Maps 
Half Page Full Page 
-
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 4 
Total Pic-
tures Per Text 
-2 
7 
1 
1 
1 
2; 
14 
1. Military maps were used in the teaching of military history to a 
great extent before 1900. 
2. Military maps are not popular as teaching aids in modern text-
books. 
11 3. small maps were very commonly used before 1900, but are not used 
I 
I today. 
CHAPTER VI 
CONTENT AND EMPHASIS 
The following four chosen topics were selected from the ten American 
history textbooks covering the War period of 1812 and analyzed, in order 
to ascertain the peculiar way the various authors have historically 
treated them. 
A. The Impressment of American Seamen 
B. The Hartford Convention 
C• The Treaty of Ghent 
D· The Battle of New Orleans 
Every word used by each author in his treatment of each of the four topics 
was counted and recorded. (See Table XXX) 
Table XXX showu that Text I devoted 150 words to the topic of "Im-
pressment of American Seamen," as compared with Text X of Table XXX, 
which devoted 227. It is also noteworthy that Texts I through vr. cover-
ing the period before 1900, used a total of 1041 words in connection with 
this topic. unlike Texts VII through x. covering the period after L900• 
which used a total of 1134 words in the treatment of "Impressment of 
American Seamen"'• 
Just as much emphasis is placed on the "Hartford Convention~ today 
as in the 1820's• In A History of the United states by c. A. Goodrich• 
491 words were devoted to this topic• and in~ Story 2£ America by 
Ralph Volney Harlow. 502 words were used. (See Texts I and X of Table 
XXX)• 
II 
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1 
I 
I 
I 
All authors described the "Treaty of. Ghent" at great length, al-
though those of the 19th century, who wrote texts I through VI, gave the 
matter more consideration than present day authors. (See Table XXX) 
The military topic the "Battle of New Orleans" was given the least 
consideration of the four major topics listed. All authors, as seen in 
Table XXX, used a total of 1446 words in the treatment of this topic. 
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TABLE XXX 
The Number of Words Used by Each Author in His Peculiar Treatment of Eaoh 
of the Four Topics Appearing in Each of the Ten American History Text-
books Analyzed 
Topics I II III IV V vr VII VIII IX X 
Impressment 150 377 56 243 49 166 383 156 368 227 
Hartford Convention 491 552 276 153 52 74 390 223 321 502 
Treaty of Ghent 591 657 514 1045 ' 136 200 20 302 2.33 182 
Battle of New Orleans 210 161 97 118 39 57 186 88 255 235 
Total 
2176 
3024 
3880 
1446 
en. 
~· 
Conclusions: 
1. The topic "Impressment of .Alnerican Seamen" was given greater 
word ·ooverag.e in the most recent times~ unlike in the period before 1900. 
2. Just as much emphasis is placed on the "Hartford Convention" 
today as in the 1820•s. 
3. All authors agreed that the "Treaty of Ghent" is most important~ 
but those of the 19th oentur,y devoted more space in their treatment. 
4. Militar,y histocy has declined to a greater extent than political 
histocy in its historical importance. 
-
sa 
CHAPTER VII 
SUMMARY 
It has been the purpose o£ this study, as previously stated in 
Chapter I, to analyze the treatment o£ the war o£ 1812 in ten high school 
American histo~ textbooks, in order to ascertain the changes, i£ any, 
that have occurred in the historical material relevant to that particular 
i 
war. In consequence o£ this examination, one can state that certain de£-
inite changes have occurred not only in the physical appearance o£ the 
textbooks during the past 150 years, but also in their content. 
The authors o£ the textbooks written before 1900 used more personal-
ities, both political and milita~, than the modern authors in discussing 
the milita~ and naval battles o£ the ~r o£ 1812. As a result o£ this 
examination, one may also state that more American political personalities 
were mentioned, with greater frequency, in the period before than after 
1900. This statement applies similarly to foreign political personalities. 
In regard to foreign military officers, the authors o£ modern text-
books written after 1900 only mentioned three British Generalst Ross, 
Brock and Packenham, a total o£ four times, whereas they constantly re-
£erred to the American Generals ~lliam Hull and Andrew Jackson, but with 
less frequency after 1900 than before 1900. 
It was discovered that modern authors referred to James Madison 
and Thomas Jefferson more frequently than authors before 1900; an indica-
tion that modern authors used fewer, but more important, political person-
alities and used them rather frequently. 
The two political personalities most famous of the War of 1812 as as-
certained by this analysis were James Madison and Thomas Jefferson. James 
Madison vms the most noted personality of his age, being mentioned a total 
of 63 times as compared with Thomas Jefferson,_ his nearest rival, who was 
only mentioned a total of 37 times. (See Table IY) 
Military history has decidedly declined in popularity. The authors 
of the earliest textbooks placed very great emphasis upon military and 
naval battles, but the modern authors used very little space to describe 
the military and naval battles fought during the ~r of 1812. Evidence 
of the decline of the importance of military history is the fact that the 
number of battles mentioned in the textbooks analyzed has ·steadily de-
creased in the past 150 years. Textbook II of Table XVIII recorded a 
total of 15 battles, the largest number mentioned in all the textbooks. 
This was in contrast to textbook IX of Table XVIII which recorded only one 
military battle. In Table XVIII, in textbooks I through VI, WTitten before 
1900, the average number of battles per text was 8, whereas in textbooks 
VII through X, written after 1900, the average was 3. While authors of 
textbooks II and III {See Table XIX), written immediately after the War 
of 1812, related in detail the story of the American victories over the 
indians, the authors of textbooks written after 1900 devoted considerable 
space only to the battles of New Orleans and Thames, which were fought pri-
marily between the English and Canadians on the one hand and the Americans 
on the other. A similar indication of the decline in the popularity of 
military history is the fact that fewer military officers vl9re mentioned 
in textbooks written after 1900. 
The decline ~~s more marked in respect to British military officers. 
Most of the British officers mentioned in the textbooks written before 
1900 were not mentioned in textbooks written after 1900. The British 
Generals Proctor and Ross who were frequent~ mentioned in textbooks writ-
ten before 1900~ but were seldom mentioned in textbooks written after 1900. 
(See Table XVI) 
Contemporary authors do not place very much importance on American 
naval battles~ as compared with the authors of the 19th century. Authors 
of the textbooks written before 1900 mentioned 17 naval battles a total 
of 47 times~ as compared with authors of textbooks written after 1900• who 
mentioned 7 naval battles a total of 18 times. 
Four selected topics were chosen for analysis. These four topics 
were mentioned in all ten high school Am.erioan history textbooks. Three 
of these weret 
A· Impressment of American seamen 
B. The Hartford Convention 
c. The Treaty of Ghent 
They were treated as political topics. The other the _ "~attle of New Or-
leans" was treated as a military topic. All three of the political topics 
were discussed in greater detail than the "Battle of New Orleans. (See 
Table XXX) 
The topic "Impressment of American seamen" was given greater word 
coverage in the most recent times, unlike in the period before 1900. 
Just as much emphasis is placed on the "Hartford Convention" today 
as in the 1820•s. 
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The "Treaty o£ Ghent" was discussed at great length by all authors. 
for, collectively, 3880 words were used. However, the authors o£ those 
textbooks written before 1900 discussed this treaty in greater detail 
than the authors o£ those textbooks written after 1900. 
The "Battle o£ New Orleans" received the least word coverage o£ the 
£our topics mentioned. for all ten authors only used 1446 words in des-
cribing it. This analysis proved that the importance o£ military history 
has declined to a greater extent than political history. It also proved 
that whereas the earliest authors were ver,y much interested both in politi-
cal personalities and national issues o£ a political nature. modern authors 
are chiefly interested in the politically national issues o£ that period. 
The emphasis placed on the importance o£ geography has declined. 
Fewer countries were mentioned in the textbooks written after 1900 than 
in the textbooks written b afore 1900. 
It was the concensus o£ all authors that Great Britain was the most 
important country, having been mentioned a total o£ 175 times· by all au-
thors, as compared with the u. s. A., the nearest rival. which was men-
tioned a total o£ 105 times in all ten textbooks analyzed. (See Table.XXV) 
Teaching aids. such as pictures and maps. in the textbooks analyzed 
played a lesser role in the textbooks written after 1900 than in textbooks 
wri tten before 1900. Ten military pictures were used in all ten textbooks 
analyzed, and 9 of these appeared before 1900. Similarly, the 6 pictures 
o£ prominent persons used in the ten textbooks analyzed appeared in those 
textbooks v~itten before 1900. 
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Nine maps out of the 14 militar,y maps used were small and~ as in the 
case of the pictures, the greater number of them were used in textbooks 
WTitten before 1900. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Textbooks Analyzed 
Beard, Charles A., History 2!_ the United states (New York; MacMillan, 1906) 
Faulkner, H. u. and Kepner, T., America, Its History and People (New York 
and London; Harper and Brothers, 194~ ----
Goodrich, c. A., A History of the United States (New York; James I. cutler 
and Compaey, J.:827) - -
Harlow, Ralph Volney, The Story 2!_ America (New York; Henry Holt and Company, 
1947) 
Montgomery, D· H., The Leading Facts ~ Axnerican History (Boston} Ginn and 
Company, 1892)---
MUzzey, D. s., ~American History (Boston; Ginn and Company, 1925) 
Quackenbos, G. P., Illustrated School History of the u. s., and the Adjacent 
Farts of America, from the Earliest Discoverl'e'S to the Pre'seiit Time, 
(New Ym; Appleton and Company, 1858) - - -
Steele, Joel Dorman, A Brief History 2!_ ~ .£• !•• (New York; American Book 
Company, 1885 ) -
Willard, ·Emma., Republic of America, (New Yorkl White and Gallagher, 1831) 
Willson, Marcius, Histo~ 2!_~ United states, (New York; Ivison and 
Phinney, 1858) · 
Periodical Literature 
Merideth, Dorothy, "Changing Content of .American History Courses", Seven-
teenth Yearbook of the National Council~~ Social Studies (Wash-
ington, D. c. 1946);-pp. 35•57. 
Pressey, Luella Cole, "The Needs of College Students in History", The 
Historical Outlook, Vol. XXI, No. 5, May, 1930, PP• 218-223. ---
Rosenbloom, Minnie, "Men Mentioned in Five Junior High School .American 
History Textbooks", The Historical Outlook, Vol. XXII, No. I, January, 
1931, pp. 26-27. -
64 
BIBLIOGRAPHY - Continued 
Unpublished Materials 
Cornforth, Marie carolyn, "An Analysis of the Treatment of the World war 
in Eleven Junior High School History Textbooks", Unpublished Master •s 
Thesis, Boston University, School of Education, 1932. 
Denio. John P •• "Persons Mentioned in Five Modern European Histor,y Text-
books", Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University. Graduate 
School, 1948. 
Henderson. Georgianna, "An Analysis and Treatment of Twelve Selected Events 
in Twelve Junior High School American History Textbooks", Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, Boston University, School of Education, 1949. 
Israel. Jay Burton. "Certain Issues in American History and Their Treatment 
in High School Tex~books", Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston Univer-
sity, School of Education, 1948. 
Katz. George, "Persons Mentioned in Five World History Textbooks", Unpub-
lished Master's Thesis, Boston University, School of Education. 1949. 
Murphy, Charles. Ja 1 "An Analysis of Topics in Junior High School American 
~story Textbooks"• Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
School of Education. 1948. 
Neenan, Alfred c., "An Analysis of Visual Aids in Junior High School Ameri-
can History Textbooks"• Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
School of Education, 1949. 
O'Donnell, Esther Downing 1 "The Use ~f study Exercises in Senior High School 
American History Textbooks"• Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, School of Education. 1949. 
Osborne, Mary Elizabeth, "An Analysis of Maps Found in European Background 
Histor,y Textbooks for the Middle Grades" • Unpublished Master 1s Thesis 1 
Boston University. School of Education, 1949. 
walsh1 ~ly, L., "An Analysis of the Treatment of World war I in Ten 
Junior High School Textbooks"• Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University. School of Education, 1946. 
Wheeler. Lloyd Le Moyne. "A Survey of Pupil Interest In Certain Illustra-
tions in a History Textbook", Unpublished Master's Thesis. Boston 
University, School of Education, 1947. 
65 
BIBLIOGRAPHY • Continued 
Ye.gjian. Ralph A. • "An Analysis o£ People in Junior High School American 
History Textbooks". Unpublished Master's Thesis. Boston university• 
School of Education. 1948. 
66 
